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These village schools were run most economically. One of the
conditions was that the villagers should provide the teachers with
board or lodging. The villagers willingly contributed grain and other
raw produce. Medical relief was a simple affair. Castor oil, quinine
and sulphur ointment were the only drugs provided to the volunteers.
No patient was permitted to take home any medicine but he was
treated on the premises of the school. Dr. Deva used to visit each
centre on fixed days. A number of people availed themselves of the
medical aid. Sanitation was a difficult affair. The people were not
prepared to do anything themselves. Even the field labourers were
not ready to do their own scavenging. But Gandhi's men were not
the persons to lose heart. They swept the roads, cleaned out the
wells, filled up the pools, and persuaded the villagers to raise volun-
teers from amongst themselves.
Gandhi asked Kasturbai to inquire why the village women did not
wash their clothes. When she spoke to them about it, one woman took
Kasturbai into her hut and said: "Look now, there is no box or cup-
board here containing other clothes. The sari I am wearing is the
only one I have. How am I to wash it? Tell Mahatmaji to get me
another sari, and I shall then promise to bathe and put on clean
clothes every day.*5 In those days a male labourer's wage did not
exceed ten pice, a female's did not exceed six and a child's three.
In imparting knowledge to the villagers, Gandhi wanted the co-
operation of the planters. But it was not to be so. They even put
obstacles and the schools had to be opened away from the factories.
But even then the planters frowned upon Gandhi's activities.
Bhitharwa school, soon after its inauguration, was set on fire. In no
time did the workers succeed in erecting a new structure, carrying
bricks on their own heads. Gandhi used to visit the schools by turn
and suggest improvements hi them. After six months of work, the
first batch of volunteers was replaced by a new one.
In Champaran, where the great sages in olden times used to do
penance, Gandhi realized the mission of his life and forged a weapon
"by which India could be made free59.